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“The true sign of  

intelligence is not 

knowledge but  

imagination. “ 

 

- Albert Einstein 

Giftedness, intelligence, and talent are fluid concepts and 
may look different in different contexts and cultures. Even 
within schools you will find a range of beliefs about the word 
"gifted," which has become a term with multiple meanings 
and much nuance.   

Gifted children may develop asynchronously: their minds are 
often ahead of their physical growth, and specific cognitive 
and social-emotional functions can develop unevenly.  Some 
gifted children with exceptional aptitude may not demonstrate 
outstanding levels of achievement due to environmental cir-
cumstances such as limited opportunities to learn as a result 
of poverty, discrimination, or cultural barriers; due to physical 
or learning disabilities; or due to motivational or emotional 
problems.  This dichotomy between potential for and demon-
strated achievement has implications for schools as they de-
sign programs and services for gifted students. 

- The National Association for Gifted Children 

Newsletter for the Gifted & Talented Program at SMSD November 2016 



Common Characteristics of Gifted Individuals 
Because gifted children are so diverse, not all exhibit all characteristics all of the time. However, there are common 
characteristics that many gifted individuals share: 

Unusual alertness, even in infancy 

Rapid learner; puts thoughts together quickly 

Excellent memory 

Unusually large vocabulary and complex sentence structure for age 

Advanced comprehension of word nuances, metaphors and abstract ideas 

Enjoys solving problems, especially with numbers and puzzles 

Often self-taught reading and writing skills as preschooler 

Deep, intense feelings and reactions 

Highly sensitive 

Thinking is abstract, complex, logical, and insightful 

Idealism and sense of justice at early age 

Concern with social and political issues and injustices 

Longer attention span and intense concentration 

Preoccupied with own thoughts—daydreamer 

Learn basic skills quickly and with little practice 

Asks probing questions 

Wide range of interests (or extreme focus in one area) 

Highly developed curiosity 

Interest in experimenting and doing things differently 

Puts idea or things together that are not typical 

Keen and/or unusual sense of humor 

Desire to organize people/things through games or complex schemas 

Vivid imaginations (and imaginary playmates when in preschool) 

Webb, J., Gore, J., Amend, E., DeVries, A. (2007). A parent's guide to gifted children.Tuscon, 

AZ:  Great Potential Press, www.greatpotentialpress.com.  

 

http://www.greatpotentialpress.com/


Myth: Gifted Students Don’t Need Help; They’ll Do Fine On Their Own 

Truth: 

Would you send a star athlete to train for the Olympics without a coach? Gifted students 
need guidance from well-trained teachers who challenge and support them in order to fully 
develop their abilities. Many gifted students may be so far ahead of their same-age peers 
that they know more than half of the grade-level curriculum before the school year begins. 
Their resulting boredom and frustration can lead to low achievement, despondency, or un-
healthy work habits. The role of the teacher is crucial for spotting and nurturing talents in 
school. 

Myth: 
Acceleration Placement Options Are Socially Harmful For Gifted 
Students 

Truth: 

Academically gifted students often feel bored or out of place with their age peers and natu-
rally gravitate towards older students who are more similar as “intellectual peers.” Studies 
have shown that many students are happier with older students who share their interest 
than they are with children the same age.
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 Therefore, acceleration placement options such 

as early entrance to Kindergarten, grade skipping, or early exit should be considered for 
these students. 

Myth: That Student Can't Be Gifted, He Is Receiving Poor Grades 

Truth: 

Underachievement describes a discrepancy between a student’s performance and his actu-
al ability.  The roots of this problem differ, based on each child’s experiences.  Gifted stu-
dents may become bored or frustrated in an unchallenging classroom situation causing 
them to lose interest, learn bad study habits, or distrust the school environment.  Other stu-
dents may mask their abilities to try to fit in socially with their same-age peers and still oth-
ers may have a learning disability that masks their giftedness.  No matter the cause, it is 
imperative that a caring and perceptive adult help gifted learners break the cycle of undera-
chievement in order to achieve their full potential. 

Myth: This Child Can't Be Gifted, He Has A Disability 

Truth: 

Some gifted students also have learning or other disabilities. These “twice-exceptional” stu-
dents often go undetected in regular classrooms because their disability and gifts mask 
each other, making them appear “average.” Other twice-exceptional students are identified 
as having a learning disability and as a result, are not considered for gifted services. In both 
cases, it is important to focus on the students’ abilities and allow them to have challenging 
curricula in addition to receiving help for their learning disability.
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View a video on Myths in Gifted Education produced by teens in the Baltimore County (MD) Public 
Schools for the Maryland State Department of Education by visiting this website: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mdjst-y_pti 

Myths about Gifted and Talented Students (National Association for Gifted Children) 



Contact Us 

Give us a call for more 

information about 

SMSD’s PEAK Gifted & 

Talented Program.  

281-261-9200 

Visit us on the web at 

www.staffordmsd.org 

From Sheri Suave’, Supervisor of the Gifted & Talented Programs at 

Davis School District  

“Not all high‐achieving students are gifted.  Not all gift-

ed students are high achievers.” 

High achievers know what it takes to be successful in school and 

are willing to put in the time and effort. 

Giftedness reflects innate, advance aptitudes that may or may not 

emerge as exceptional academic talent over time. 

Gifted individuals view the world in different ways than others, and 

their thoughts, actions, and feelings are more intense.  It has been 

said that an exceptionally gifted individual sees the world as if he or 

she is looking through an electron microscope, as compared with 

normal vision.  They see what others do not see, and what others 

cannot even imagine. 

Stafford Municipal School District 

PEAK Gifted & Talented Program 

1625 Staffordshire Road 

Stafford, TX 77477 
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